
  

         

 

 

 

 NEWSLETTER         EASTER  2019 

STUDENTS GET UP TO 
SPEED ON THEIR CAREERS            

Year 9 students enjoyed a morning of 
inspiring networking activities with local  
businesses. Find out more on page 8.  

 

Welcome to our Easter newsletter which has a fresh, 

image-led look, including an index to guide you to the different 
areas of content. We hope you have noticed an increase in positive 
news stories recently, both on the website and in the media, as we 
look to share more of our news and celebratory stories with you 
and the wider community. This newsletter includes a collection of 
those very stories and photography, plus our regular news updates 
in one handy place for you to browse through  
 
It’s been a busy term! Those of you who visit the school website 
regularly and follow us on Facebook, will know that we have                    
advertised a number of important job opportunities recently. This 
includes a new Deputy Headteacher in charge of Achievement and 
Standards and a new Assistant Headteacher in charge of                               
engagement and Wellbeing (including attendance, behaviour and 
safeguarding). These are key appointments in making your school 
the best it can be and I will provide more information in the                       
summer term about how the reshaped leadership team will look 
from September. 
 
As you’ll read in our newsletter, our Accelerated Reader is up and 
running with Year 7 and some other trial groups in other years: 
this is just the beginning of us highlighting reading as an essential 
skill for our students and developing a strong reading culture 
throughout the school. This is also a key part of our post-Ofsted 
improvement plan I wrote to you about earlier in the term. 
  
Finally, I wish you all a fantastic Easter break. We return to school 
on Tuesday 23rd April ready to embark upon our busy exam                     
period. I do hope you enjoy the content of the newsletter -                   
feedback is always appreciated. 
 
Best wishes 
 
 
Hannah Millett 
Headteacher 

WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS! 

We are delighted to have been 
awarded ‘Bronze Champion School’ 
status from the National Citizen 
Service  - further details are on 
page 4. 
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A TASTE OF THEATRE 

An internationally renowned                          
theatre company’s drama                                
workshop left students bursting 
with ideas for their future                           
productions.  Please turn to page 2 
for the full report. 
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PERFORMING ARTS 
 

Rehearsals for this year’s whole-school production of High 
School Musical are well underway! The 80-strong cast are 
showing real commitment, working hard every Wednesday to 
put together the big routines, as well as separate rehearsals 
on lunch times. Rhianne Kent, Head of Drama, is pleased with 
progress so far and says: “This is such a lovely and hugely                
talented cast. This production will be an accumulation of ideas 
from myself and a number of our students. They are so                       
inspiring! It has also been fantastic to be working  closely with 
other members of staff who are giving their time too”.  
 
The backstage work for the production will be starting just 
after Easter. Mrs Kent is still on the look-out for costume                    
makers and set designers. Please email her for more                             
information. Tickets for the performance, on 16th and 17th July, will be on sale after Easter. Keep your eye on 
the website for more details! 
 

‘A NIGHT AT THE MUSICALS’ 
Also, please look out for information regarding ‘A Night at the Musicals’ at Stokesley Parish Church.  This will be 
in May and we will post details on the website as soon as the date is confirmed.  Tickets will be available on the 
door,  £3 adults/£2 concessions, with all money raised in aid of Stokesley School’s Drama Department.  

 

***16th & 17th July*** 

SAVE THE DATES! 

GOOD LUCK TO THE SCHOOL CHOIR! 
After forming in September, Stokesley School Choir have an exciting month ahead after being invited to appear 
at the Regional Round of the National Festival of Music for Youth! Fingers crossed to the 40 students who will be 
singing three pieces from pop music, musical theatre and African Song. 

SOUNDS OF SUMMER CONCERT  

THURSDAY 2nd MAY 
Our summer term concert, at 7pm on Thursday 2nd May, will be an opportunity for our ensembles and invited soloists to                     
perform the music they have been rehearsing this term. The String Quartet, Ukulele Group, Steel Band, Choir, Jamboree and 
Flute Quartet will showcase an eclectic mix of music from classical to contemporary. Up to 75 students are expected to be                   
involved and if any other students wish to audition to take part in the concert, they should see Miss Hall. Tickets, on the door, 
are priced £4 adult/£2 concession. 

PLEASE TAKE NOTE …………………………………..

Performance weeks will be taking place for students in 
Year 9 in the run up to the Easter break, and for Year 7 
and 8 during next half term. Students who perform well 
will be invited to take part in the Showcase concert later 
next term. 
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PERFORMING ARTS 
 LEADING ACTOR GIVES STUDENTS A TASTE OF THEATRE 

An internationally-renowned theatre company’s interactive workshop left Year 10 GCSE drama                  
students at Stokesley School inspired and bursting with ideas for their future productions and                  

exams. A leading light in performing arts, the award-winning Frantic Assembly Theatre Company 

tours with productions across Great Britain and have worked in over 40 countries worldwide. 

Steve Miller, a practitioner with Frantic Assembly, engaged 25 students in a fast-paced, four-hour-long devising and 
physical theatre workshop. Steve has enviable credentials. Having trained at the Bristol Old Vic Theatre School, he 
is best known for his role as Lenny Lyons in the long-running BBC drama Casualty. His other TV credits include Holby 
City and The Bill, alongside theatre works such as Twelfth Night, Sunshine on Leith, Richard 11 and Paradise Lost. 

Steve commented: “Frantic Assembly deliver extensive learning and training programmes 
with a focus on devising theatre to give the students an appreciation of the way things work 
in a theatre company. It’s about giving them a relevant, hands-on experience which is outside 
of what they would usually explore.” 

Frantic Assembly is studied as a leading contemporary theatre practitioner on five British   
exam programmes and is a recommended company on the Edexcel syllabus, which is studied 
at GCSE at Stokesley School. 

Comments Rhianne Kent, Head of Drama, says: “Frantic Assembly is the buzz word in the world of drama at the            
moment. After taking students to see their National Theatre London production of ‘The Curious Incident of the Dog 
in the Night-Time’ I really wanted our students to benefit from their expertise and their thrilling, energetic and                      
unforgettable theatre. It has been a wonderful experience for the students who, under Steve’s expert eye, devised 
their own physical works and gained confidence, coupled with valuable and relevant feedback from a                                       
highly-regarded practising actor. They have taken so much away from the session and will be able to apply their 
new-found knowledge and skills in future productions.” 
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IN THE COMMUNITY 
 WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS! 

National Citizen Service (NCS) has awarded Bronze ‘Champion School’ status to                                     
Stokesley School. The award is given to those schools which have exceeded expectations                                  

in student recruitment year upon year.  
 

We are extremely proud to have been honoured as a Bronze Champion School for 
our engagement and involvement with the National Citizen Service (NCS). In 2018, 
38 students took part in NCS and already there have been 43 applications so far for 
2019.  Students clearly value and enjoy the NCS experience, as you’ll see from  the 
testimonials below.  

Comments Janine Harrison-Henry, Careers Leader: “ I personally believe that NCS is 
a ‘no-brainer’ on so many levels: Firstly it is so inexpensive - the cost of an activity                            
holiday like this can be hundreds of pounds and NCS make it affordable and                         
accessible to all students.   Secondly, it enhances CVs. Extra-curricular activities on a 
student’s CV are essential these days to give an individual an advantage when                
making applications to College or University, Apprenticeships or employment.                          
Lastly, NCS provides life experience which will be remembered forever!  Taking part 
in NCS is challenging- physically, emotionally and socially and the experience, skills 
learned and friendships made can last forever. I recommended my own children 
took part in NCS and I have yet to hear of anyone not loving it!” 

NCS is a government-backed programme, established in 2011, to help build a more 
cohesive, mobile and engaged society. By bringing together young people from                    
different backgrounds, for a unique shared experience, NCS helps them to become better individuals, and in turn 
better citizens. 

DON’T JUST TAKE OUR WORD FOR IT! 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
NCS is open to 15- 17 year-olds regardless of circumstances 
or additional needs. The two-to-four week programme, 
which takes place in school holidays, includes outdoor                                    
team-building exercises, a residential for  participants to 
learn ‘life skills’, a community-based social action project 
and an end-of -programme  celebration event.  
 
NCS focuses on three core  principles of social cohesion,                    
social engagement and social  mobility, all of which have   
benefits, not just to the participants but to communities 
and society as a whole. 
 
Current Year 11 students have had the opportunity to apply 
for NCS this year and we will let you know when                         
applications open for 2020. 
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IN THE COMMUNITY 
 

We are delighted to invite Ella Parfitt, Year 11 student, to share news of her recent fundraising                            

success as part of her Level 2 Certificate of Personal Effectiveness studies.                                                

Over to Ella, to tell her story………. 

I had to choose a personal project as part of my Problem Solving challenge for my Level 2 

Certificate of Personal Effectiveness, so I decided to raise £50 for charity. I didn’t want to run 

the event at school so I ran it at my farm instead. I came up with having a petting zoo and 

cake sale to raise money for my chosen charity. I had less than two weeks to plan the full 

event. I decided to raise the money for The Guide Dogs for the Blind. In that time, I had to get 

liability insurance and cover for the farm, and book someone I know who has a catering     

service, so that I could sell cakes, food and drinks at the event. I then had to plan and                        

organise pens, stables etc. for the animals to go in for the day so that the people could pet 

them. I also created posters and safety signs, as a safety precaution so that people couldn’t 

sue the farm and didn’t get injured. After organising everything, I put the information out to my local village. I ran my event, to 

the public and we managed to raise £128.50 . I adopted a six-month-old puppy called Molly from the Guide Dogs and I                        

donated all of the money to her. Here is Molly now at just 6 months old.  

Miss Byrne, Ella’s teacher comments: “Ella had a choice of what challenge she would like to work on for her Problem Solving 

activity and she chose to raise funds for charity. As a group we have raised money and sponsored a Guide Dog for the last four 

years and Ella decided to take on this challenge herself. She worked tirelessly to receive all the insurances, risk assessments 

and health and safety documentation. She produced all the necessary notices and ensured she had covered every eventuality. 

She could have chosen to keep her challenge simple, by organising a quick cake sale, but Ella always thinks bigger. An amazing 

achievement by an amazing student. Well done Ella.  Ella is hoping to attend Askham Bryan College in September to study                       

Animal Care Level 3 where I am sure she will excel.“ 

FANTASITC FIVE-A-SIDE FOOTBALLERS SCORE                                                                                                    

£67 FOR CANCER RESEARCH 

A fantastic five-a-side football tournament took place after 
school on 5th March for any Year 7 students who wanted to 
represent their house. Thirty-two students participated, and 
what an event it was! Ahead of the tournament, the students decided they would like to donate all proceeds to 
Cancer Research UK and, by paying £2 each to enter and some extra donations, they raised £67.45, which helped to 
make this event a resounding success. The games were keenly contested, with a group-stage format, before the                     
semi-finals and the final. The winners were Alder, who defeated Rowan 4-1 in the final, with the score line not                       
reflecting a hard-fought and keenly-contested match. 

GREAT SUPPORT FROM THE PTA 

The PTA recently held a coffee morning in Stokesley Town Hall to raise funds for the school.  With generous donations of                    
tombola prizes and cakes we raised just over £180. We could not host the coffee morning without help from volunteers, a big 
thank you to everybody who turned up to help!  
 
The next coffee morning will again be hosted in the Town Hall on Friday September 27th.  We will contact everybody closer to 
the time but, in the meantime, if you have any items that are suitable for the tombola, please send into school reception. 

INTRODUCING MOLLY…….                                                                                                                          

ELLA MAKES A DIFFERENCE TO GUIDE DOGS FOR THE BLIND 
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SPORT 
STOKESLEY STUDENTS SET TO TACKLE YORKSHIRE PLATE RUGBY FINAL 

Ten Stokesely School students are limbering up for the final of the Yorkshire Plate rugby final when they will 
make up over half of the U15 Guisborough RUFC squad. 

The students train and play for Guisborough, under the watchful eyes of coaches, brothers Dean and Blake     
Sewell, and Mark Ferguson.  There are very close ties with Stokesley School as Dean, head coach, and Blake, 
assistant coach, are both ex-students and are delighted that the passion and commitment for rugby continues 
to be strong within the School. The students will face Morley RUFC at the final, at Scarborough RFC, on Sunday 
7th April, after beating Selby in the semi-final 17:12.  

Blake Sewell, Assistant Coach, comments: “Throughout this season all of the boys have shown great dedication 
to training sessions and match-day fixtures, along with positive attitudes towards their team mates and                    
coaches. They have all grown in stature since joining, proving time and time again how their commitment to 
training has helped them to improve their technical ability, leading to securing a place in the prestigious county 
Yorkshire Plate final.”  

Darren Beattie, Head of PE at Stokesley School, adds: “Achieving such an impressive representation in the                           
Guisborough RUFC team is testament to the drive, determination and unfaltering skill of our students. To                     
account for over 50% of the total team from the area is a great achievement and I am extremely proud of the 
students    ongoing commitment and success, which is also equally strong in their approach and delivery of 
sport at School.”   

Mackenzie Proll has captained the team this season after demonstrating great leadership skills, not only                    
throughout the current season, but in previous years also. Mackenzie says: “It's a great honour to lead the team 
to the final of the Yorkshire Plate. It's a reflection of how much effort every player in the squad has put in all 
season and the effort of the coaches which has resulted in us reaching the final. We are really looking forward 
to the match.” 

Mackenzie is supported by Roshan Parker-Mian and Ben Houlgate, who possess a great skill-set leading to                          
selection for the Yorkshire County squad. Jack Parkes has become a key figure in the team, with Ben Thompson, 
Barney Rider, Fin Darcy and Ben Barker all showing brilliant progression, adapting well to the constant changes 
in the game both physically and mentally. Michael Gray and Joe French are the most recent squad members 
and are proving to have great potential, demonstrating very high standards of rugby and showing more is yet to 
come!  

Blake concludes: “The boys from Stokesley School have proven to be core members of the team, continuing to 
improve their ever-growing talent. From both myself and Dean, it has been a pleasure coaching them and                              
watching them develop into outstanding players and well-mannered, pleasant young men.                                                    
(Team members pictured below. Unfortunately Michael Gray is missing from the shot) 
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SPORT 
 

GCSE PE STUDENTS GET TO GRIPS WITH ROCK CLIMBING 

This term, twenty-six students, from the GCSE cohort, paid a visit to Rock Antics in                    
Middlesbrough. In a bid to strengthen their overall practical marks, the students signed 
up for an intensive rock climbing course, led by expert instructors from Rock Antics. The 
students were put through their paces, mentally and physically, as they had to plan and 
negotiate difficult climbs, as well as becoming proficient in the art of knot tying, in                  
order to secure themselves correctly. Furthermore, working in pairs using recognised 
belaying methods helped students to develop a high degree of trust in one another, 
vital for outdoor and adventurous activities.  
 
Overall, the students performed very well and gained some very respectable scores to 
help consolidate practical marks. Feedback from students was tremendously positive 
with several members of the group                     
expressing an interest in taking up rock 
climbing as a hobby.  Darren Beattie, 
Head of PE, said:  “It was particularly 
pleasing seeing the students working so 
hard, developing new skills but also                          
finding out their true characters, pushing 
themselves beyond their comfort zones 
and overcoming fears. Well done                          
everyone. “ 

MAGIC FIVE FOR YEAR 8 FOOTBALLERS! 
The Year 8s have shown superb dedication attending two 
lunchtime training sessions all season, some new players 
who have started have really improved their                     
performances.  They have enjoyed a good cup run with 
their biggest achievement beating Queen Ethelburga’s     
5-0.  One student is playing for a club outside of school. 
Rebecca Weyell plays for Boro Rangers Well done to all 
for their commitment and effort throughout the season.   
 

RUTH TOP SCORER FOR BEDALE BLUEBIRDS                  
Ruth Jeal, Year 9, is currently the top scorer for her team,  
Bedale Bluebirds, with a total of 47 goals so far this                  
season. The team have reached the  final of the League 
Cup and lost 2-1 in the semi final of the County Cup. Well 
done Ruth for your dedication and fantastic number of goals scored.  
 

BETTY AND ZOE RUN FOR THE COUNTY  

Congratulations to Betty Bergstrand (Year 11) and Zoe Hill (Year 9) who represented North                     
Yorkshire in the English Schools Cross Country on Saturday 16th March. This is where all the 
best runners in the country meet annually and Zoe came a remarkable 84th place and Betty 
excelling with a position of 196th.  
 
Zoe has also competed in other key events and has had a fantastic season. She is the North 
East Under 13 champion of the North Yorkshire & South Durham League and came 6th place 
in the North East Schools Inter Counties.  In addition, her Middlesbrough Team won the 
NYSD, North-eastern and Northern team trophies, and came 5th in the national cross                    
country relay event. She topped off her season by being fastest female in the Cleveland                     
Survival half marathon. 
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SPORT 

Our hockey teams have delivered exceptional results this term. 
The Year 8 Girls Hockey team travelled to Cundall Manor to compete in the Hambleton and Richmondshire Area 
Hockey Tournament.  In their first match, against Cundall Manor, they used their pace and positioning to outwit 
their opponents, with sisters Emma and Zoe scoring the first two early goals.  Cundall Manor pulled one goal back, 
but Emma sealed the win with a first- time shot from the top of the D. Next up, was a much tougher task against a 
more experienced team from Thirsk and the match swung from end to end. Neither team could take advantage of 
their possession but some great defending from the player of the day, Sarah, saw the match end in a 0-0 draw. 
Stokesley were the winners overall on goal difference which is a well-deserved reward for the team as they have 
been very dedicated all year, working very hard all in both training and matches in preparation for this tournament. 
 
Our Under 13s have been crowned area champions, achieving 1st place in the recent tournament and our Under 
15s coming third place in their tournament. Well done to Bethany Hill, Year 9, who was selected for the Area team 
and scored in the tournament. A great achievement along with many other sports she participates in.  
 
It has been great to see so many Year 10s involved in hockey since September and some new students just starting 
to attend the club this year. They have had many fixtures with the most exciting a 7-4 win against                           
Macmillan School. Eleanor Hardy scoring an incredible seven goals! The tournament proved to be a challenge                      
playing Queen Mary's and Cundall Manor School, it was great experience to play eleven-a-side and all players 
should be proud of their performances 

A WINNING STREAK FOR HOCKEY TEAMS 

FINLEY SPRINTS TO SUCCESS! 

Finley Maynard, age 11, sprinted to success at a recent                         
competition at Gateshead College.  The Rowan House                    
student, who was representing Middlesbrough (Mandale) 
Atheletics Club, competed against 14 other runners in the 
under 13 race. 

 Finley said of his victory: “I went to Gateshead College for 
the 60m sprint race. There were two races which I                             
competed in. I won my heat with a time of 8:71 seconds. 
When I won the heat it felt amazing! I then went on to 
compete in the final race and won by 8milliseconds with a 
time of 8:56. This just goes to show how close athletics 
can be.  When I won the final it felt ten times better than              
winning my heat because the top three from the final went onto their podium to collect their medal!” 
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SPORT 
 STUDENTS LEAD THE WAY  

Year 8 and 9 student leaders excelled at 
a recent primary multii-skills event. 

The PE Department recently welcomed                          
Foundation Stage Students from some of our 
local primary schools to come and have a go 
at a range of Multiskills - the building blocks 
of PE. 

The four and five year olds ran, jumped, 
hopped, balanced, skipped, crawled, threw, 
rolled and, most importantly, smiled their 
way around the sports hall as Year 8 and 9 
Lead-On students led groups through a                     
carousel of 9 different activities.  

Comments Lindsey Asher, Sports                    
Co-ordinator: “It is always a great pleasure 
to welcome the youngest of our local                        
primary children to multi-skills events and 
see how much they get out of the activities. 
Our young leaders engage so well with the                  
children and it’s wonderful to watch them 
growing in confidence. They are a real credit 
to the school and their parents. 

The Foundation Stage students are always a 
delight and, as we’ve come to expect from 
the smallest members of our cluster, they 
came prepared with their determination,       
passion, respect and self-belief. It is really 
nice to hand out seven Fair Play Awards to                  
children, showing us all of these important 
school games values.  But everyone was                
super-fantastic on the day and after a few nervous moments at the 
start they all gave everything their very best, whether it was something 
new to them or they’d done it before. We look forward to seeing what 
they can achieve in the future on their journey through PE at school.” 

This is just one of a number of events that the school offer to primary 
schools in the Stokesley area, other activities include dodgeball netball 
and cross country. 
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SPORT 
 FAST AND FURIOUS QUICKSTICKS HOCKEY TOURNAMENT 

Five Year 8 and 9 young leaders did a sterling job at a second primary event,                                                
as Year 3 and 4 students played fast and furious! 

The Lead-On team, five students from Years 8 and 9, welcomed four primary 
schools (Hutton Rudby, Ingleby Greehow, Osmotherley & Stokesley) to the 
SSSC Years 3 and 4 Quicksticks Hockey tournament. 

Quicksticks is version of hockey aimed at primary schools students played 
with a bigger, lighter ball so the action was very fast and furious from the                              
outset.  You would never have known that for many of the 24 competitors this 
was their very first taste of playing in a ‘real’ competition. They worked hard 
all afternoon, passing, moving, tackling, intercepting and, of course, scoring 
goals.  The competition was very close, just like the recent netball tourna-
ment, it came down to goal difference with Stokesley’s superior firepower just 
edging out a very determined Ingleby Greenhow for the top spot!  Thank you, 
as ever, to the support of our five umpires 

Lindsey Asher, Sports Coordinator,              
commented:  “As the afternoon went on it 
was great to see the teams really gelling        
together and improving their teamwork,     
leading to some great passing and the                    
creation of lots of scoring opportunities.  An 
amazing 46 goals were scored across the           
competition!” 

For anyone in Years 3, 4, 5 or 6 interested in 
playing some more hockey there are free     
training sessions run by Stokesley Hockey 
Club on Thursday evenings. Please contact 
Dave Tucker 07443 436664 for more details or                     
visit https://www.pitchero.com/clubs/
stokesleyhockeyclub 

NETBALL NEWS 
 
We have had a very successful 2018-19 netball season. 
Each year group has competed in their Hambleton and             
Richmondshire area tournament. Up to nine teams have 
competed in the tournament this year and our results 
were as follows: 
Year 7 - 1st / Year 8 - 1st / Year 9 - 1st / Year 10 - 2nd / 
Year 11 - 2nd 
 
Congratulations all round, and to all the girls who have 
regularly trained throughout the year. 
 
The following girls were then chosen to represent the 
area in County tournaments and receive their Area                   
colours: 
Under 14: Sophie Ball, Alicia Gonzales Castro, Ruby 
Cameron-Clark 
Under 16: Holly Margetts, Katie Cooper 

https://www.pitchero.com/clubs/stokesleyhockeyclub
https://www.pitchero.com/clubs/stokesleyhockeyclub
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ACADEMIC 
LOCAL BUSINESSES HELP STUDENTS GET UP TO SPEED ON THEIR CAREERS                                     

Year 9 students enjoyed a morning of inspiring careers’ networking activities, thanks to                                  
the support of local businesses who encouraged them to think about their future career paths. 

The speed-networking project is the brainchild of Janine Harrison-Henry, Head of 
Careers, who invited 13 businesses to lead the event and share their wealth of 
experience, expertise and knowledge.  The representatives talked about the 
different roles within their sectors and advised on the training routes                              
available.  Groups of six students each spent ten minutes with six of the                     
businesses to gain an understanding of the organisations and find out the                                
qualities they are looking for when recruiting young people. 

Whilst the students benefit enormously from events such as these, the                             
businesses themselves value the opportunity to engage with the students.         
Businesses are always looking ahead to the next generation of employees and it 
was widely acknowledged that, being in a rural area, recruiting and retaining 
young people can be challenging. 

Emma Harbottle, Managing Director of Analox, who employ 80 staff at their 
Stokesley HQ, said: “We have been working closely with Stokesley School for two 
years and enjoy engaging with the students to make them aware of the wide range of roles available in our business, 
from marketing and operations through to, engineering, finance and quality control.  However, we equally appreciate 
the benefits of such networking as it’s important we secure our workforce for the future.” 

Exceptional support from employers and training providers guaranteed our                                        
apprenticeship information evening was a resounding success.  From aviation to                               

conservation, beautician to technician, building to filming, there was a fabulous line-up of 
career avenues represented by employers and colleges at the school’s bi-annual event.   

The evening was open to all students, attracting many Year 10 and 11 students considering their options for                   
further study and the world of work after their GCSEs and keen to find out about the many opportunities                     
available to them through apprenticeship schemes. Twenty-three employers and colleges attended including 
Hambleton Community Action, who offer the popular ‘Wheels to Work’ scheme, loaning mopeds to help students 
living in rural areas travel to work. 

Comments Janine Harrison-Henry, Careers Leader at Stokesley School: “I am delighted with the incredible backing 
the event received, appealing to companies and training providers across a range of industries, giving our                        
students a taste of the many job roles and fields available to them.  There was a real buzz throughout the evening 
and I would like to thank students and parents for attending and, in particular, all the supporters who gave up 
their valuable time to ensure the event was such a success.” 

Bill Ashton-Wickett, Northern Team Apprentice Supervisor at the North Yorkshire Moors National Park was                    
delighted to attend, accompanied by apprentices Jack Banfield and Tom Houlgate, both ex-students at Stokesley 

School, who are working towards their Countryside          
Worker qualification. Bill said: “We are looking to train 
the next generation of countryside workers, in particular 
youngsters who live in the area so they don’t move away. 
Our apprentices get a good start to their working life    
gaining qualifications in first aid, chainsaw, pesticide and 
strimmer training, all great transferable skills for a career 
in countryside management or grounds maintenance.” 
Apprentice Jack went on to say: “As an apprentice I get a 
lot of great opportunities, hands-on experience and                   
qualifications.” 
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ACADEMIC 

LOOKING FORWARD TO A TOP-CLASS MURAL! 

Work has started on creating a vibrant mural which will be made from an incredible 
collection of 2.44kg of recyled bottle tops.  This is set to be an exciting project and 
will become a centrepiece to be proud of.   

Congratulations to Oak House, who collected the most tops, a huge 2.44kg! The                 
total weight of tops collected was an incredible 10.5g. We look forward to recording 
the progress of the mural and sharing this with you.   

STUDENTS SAMPLE HOME LIFE IN PARIS 
 
It’s 5am and Stokesley School car park is strangely alive with excited students triple-checking their essentials. 
Phone? Check. Passport? Check. Sheep-shaped travel pillow? Check. It can only mean one thing; the annual Paris 
home stay trip has arrived!  
 
Forty-four Year 9 and 10 students, and four teachers, made the journey by coach to be welcomed by the iconic 
Palace of Versailles glowing gold in the evening sun. Host families greeted the students who set a fabulous                        
example by introducing themselves in French and presenting thoughtful gifts. The next morning saw Stokesley on 
tour around the Eiffel Tour, Champs du Mars and the Champs Élysées, where students once again put their French 
into action, much to the delight of the city’s macaron sellers. Disneyland Paris and Walt Disney Studios were next. 
Students enjoyed princesses, pirates and fearsome rides (the teachers stuck to ‘It’s a small world’) before heading 
back to meals en famille in Versailles.  
 
The final day included a tour of some of the world’s best impressionist art at the Musée d’Orsay and scaling 
Montmartre to the Sacré Cœur to savour the unseasonably-beautiful weather and stunning views across Paris. 
Finally, it was back to our host families for pizza parties, home-made baguettes and group photos (including the 
pets of course)! Back at Stokesley, tired but happy, the students returned with new stories, glowing reports from 
host families of politeness, kindness and willingness to try new things, and invitations to keep in touch. They can 
be immensely proud of what they have achieved.  

WORLD BOOK DAY CELEBRATIONS 

World Book Day, the largest annual celebration of 
books in the UK, was hosted in the Open learning 
Centre. Students enjoyed a range of competitions 
and interactive activities to celebrate all things 
‘bookish’, to enthuse themto read and to nurture 
their love of books.  

The Bookmark Prize competition involved students 
designing bookmarks, with Hannah Wells’ winning 
entry being reproduced and laminated for the whole 
school to use. 

 

Meanwhile, the BIG TV Book and Character Quiz, won by Bailee Fidgeon, tested students’ literary knowledge with 
our 100-question television quiz. 
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ACADEMIC 
STUDENTS CELEBRATE WORLD BOOK DAY  (cont.) 

Won by Jack Doyle, our most-popular competition, The Novel Treasure 

Hunt, involved students hunting for book covers scattered around 

school. The clues only comprised of an image and the author - students, 

upon  finding the clues, proceeded to name the title of each book.                      

Students also participated in a range of activities ‘Just for Fun’ which  

included word puzzles, character glass painting and, of course, relaxing 

with a good book! 

WHO WANTS TO BE A MILLIONAIRE? 
The Open Learning Centre’s Launch of Accelerated Reader delivers thirteen millionaires!  

 
The Centre was proud and excited to introduce the scheme, which is designed to encourage regular reading for 
pleasure.  Our launch encompassed a range of reading incentives and rewards, devised by the school, to support 
and enhance the introduction of Accelerated Reader. Our personalised ‘Millionaires Club’ acknowledges and 
praises students who have read one million words or more through sweet delights, certificates and                             
whole-school recognition. The total number of words read is recorded to chart students’ performance towards 
‘The Millionaires’ Club’. They will then be added to the ‘Millionaires’ Wall of Fame’ in the Open Learning Centre.  
In addition, a termly event, ‘The Millionaires’ Tea Party’ is held in the OLC to celebrate their achievements.   
 
We have closed the Open Learning Centre during some social times and issued students on Accelerated Reader 
with VIP passes (Very Important Pupils). Students were eager to receive their VIP passes and use their exclusive 
access to explore books, take AR quizzes and assess their own progression.  
 
For students who read at a more leisurely pace, rewards, treats and certificates are issued based on                               
comprehension, which is also measured through the Accelerated Reader quizzes; likewise, each book is worth 
an allocated amount of points and what do points make? Prizes! The Open Learning Centre has also launched a 
new morning club for students,   ‘Books for Breakfast’. No student, regardless of ability, is left behind. All                      
students’ progression is relevant and is rewarded. Confidence and ability in reading can be a source of personal 
satisfaction and through Accelerated Reader, we aim to instil in our students a life-long love of reading. 
 
According to the DFE, aside from the sheer joy of exercising the imagination, research shows reading improves 
literacy, social skills and learning outcomes.  On an academic level, reading helps students to build vocabulary 
and develop language and grammar skills. Reading is also  important for students because it exposes them to a 
wealth of places, characters, social situations and issues that can stimulate their personal and social                      
development. 
 
Accelerated Reader is a programme that helps encourage reading for pleasure whilst managing and monitoring 
students’ independent reading practice. Pupils pick books at their own level and read them at their own pace. It 
gives students and teachers feedback based on the quiz results, which is then used to help set targets and                      
ongoing reading practice  
 
Already on our Millionaires’ Roll of Honour are:  Rowan Airey:  3,562,027, Holly Buckworth: 2,198,596,   
Michael Reeve: 1,564,176, Matthew Hill: 1,304,843, Toby Rudge:1,288,588, Kate  Ridley1,276,143                               
Emma Sedgwick:  1,189,793, Byron Woodhouse: 1,169,151, Evie Cambage:  1,127,748, Hana Jones: 1,113,515,  
Preston Morrison:  1,065,259, Amelia Cree:  1,005,584 and Charlotte Chambers: 1,002,725. 
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ACADEMIC 
 

YEAR 8 ENRICH THEIR CAREER PLANS                    

All Year 8  students took part                                             

in a series of exciting workshops                                      

during a Careers Enrichment Event.                                    

Local businesses Labman, Analox, Neue Schule,                        
Armstrong Richardson and Teesside  University                         
delivered a range of interactive sessions with a focus on 
various employment sectors, designed to inspire and 
motivate students.  

The students participated in three sessions during the 
morning and the feedback was overwhelmingly                       
positive.  Janine Harrison-Henry, Head of Careers, said: 
“I am delighted that today has been such a huge                      
success. The businesses and Teesside Uni Student                    
Ambassadors have been fantastic in designing and                   
delivering their workshops which have engaged                     
approximately 200 students simultaneously.” 

A Teesside University Student Ambassador                                     
commented: “All of the pupils were really engaged and 
well behaved in our session. They all had a go at finding 
out about the courses and at presenting. Some                         
students also decided they now want to become                    
midwives or forensic scientists after the session and 
reading through the prospectus. Their knowledge of 
higher education was significantly increased with                        
explanations of UCAS points, what a  degree is, our 
term structure and a bit more. I think the structure and 
timing was good and it went really well. ” 

YEAR 12 STUDENTS GO OUT IN THE FIELD 
Chris Jones, Head of Geography, recently led twelve                    
A-level Year 12 Geography students on a Trip to 
Seaham and Newcastle.  
 
Student Isaac Juckes reports on the visit: 
 
On the visit we could study and discuss theory in the 
environment rather than in a classroom. Additionally, 
this trip helped me to think about and prepare for my 
Non-Examined Assessment (Coursework), especially in 
terms of the methodology and which topics to choose 
for my coursework.  
 
So what did we do? At Seaham we went to the cliffs 
near the coast and looked at the various different                   
features of them (bedding planes, joints, a wave cut 
platform and a fault) We then discussed what we 
thought had caused the cliffs to be the way they are 
today. We discussed a number of factors, such as the 
ice age, tectonic movement, marine erosion and human 
interaction. 
 

 
In Newcastle we looked at various different                                
regeneration projects throughout the city such as                 
Science City, Chinatown, the Quayside and a deprived 
area called Scotswood. We analysed what form the  
regeneration took. For example, in Chinatown it was 
grassroots (started by the people) and in Science City it 
was top down (started by the government and big               
investors such as the NHS and the University of                   
Newcastle). We collected a range of data from                        
environmental surveys, pedestrian counts and                            
questionnaires in order to reach our conclusions. 
 
I look forward to our next fieldwork, in Hull and along 
the Holderness coast, where we will be collecting data 
based on methods we have planned as a class.  
 
By Isaac Juckes 
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ACADEMIC 
 STUDENTS HEAR HARD-HITTING REALITIES OF GANG CULTURE 

A hard-hitting and thought-provoking presentation left students at Stokesley School and Sixth 
Form College in no doubt about the dangers of gang culture.  

The initiative was spearheaded by Stokesley Rotary Club who, following a 
meeting with the police about the increase of gang crime in cities like 
London and Birmingham, decided to do something about raising                      
awareness with young people, kindly offering to fund a project for 
Stokesley School. Sheldon Thomas, founder of Gangsline, was                                 
recommended, due to his unrivalled expertise in this field and powerful 
delivery. 

Sheldon spoke with first-hand experience, having been a gang member 
from age 11 to 21 from the mid 70’s.   He pitched age-appropriate                           
insights into the gang scene to all students from Years 7 to 13, alerting 
them to grooming and initiation into gangs, the make-up of a gang                  
member, female sexual exploitation and the dangers of drugs. 

The presentation was clear, anyone can be a target for a gang, no matter 
what race, age or social background.  Sheldon highlighted the many ways 
gang members attract young people using different mediums and                          
language. He explained how students can recognise these approaches 
and, most importantly, how they can protect themselves from them. 

Chris Simpson, Associate Principal at Stokesley School, commented: 
”Sadly, young people are exposed to news about gang culture on a daily 
basis across a wide range of media. Whilst these gangs tend to operate in some cities, it is vitally important that 
our students are made fully aware of the dangers of gang crime and what it can lead to.” 

Sheldon captivated the students’ attention, prompting pertinent question and answer sessions. At the end of 
the presentations, students had a greater understanding of building resilience and raising awareness around the 
dangers of gang culture, appreciating it’s not just the individual involved in a gang that is in danger, it puts the 
whole family network at risk.     

PC Sam Geraghty added: “This initiative is about education and prevention and we are keen to support anything 
that educates about the dangers of gang culture. Although currently we do not have some of the issues we see 
happening round our major cities, I believe we need to proactively prevent. I think it is brilliant that the Rotary 
are supporting our young people and the school are actively trying to protect their students from the negative 
outside influences they face.” 

Sheldon left the gang culture after he narrowly missed being shot. Out of his 25-strong gang, nine were killed 
and three are in mental institutions.  This prompted a complete change in attitude for Sheldon who went on to 
gain a degree in Marketing and Statistics. In 1989, he had the opportunity to go to America to meet civil rights 
activist Jesse Jackson. This was a trigger and, with the support of his wife, he set up Gangsline to maximise his 
own experiences for the benefit of others.  

Ann Keene, Stokesley Rotary Club Chair 
of New Generation, said: “Stokesley                           
Rotary were delighted to be able to 
facilitate the bringing of Gangsline to      
Stokesley School.  Having listened to 
Sheldon’s presentation, it has more 
than met my expectation. It was                       
powerful and the silence in the hall 
showed how well the students were 
listening to his message. I feel this has 
been a very worthwhile event and 
hope that senior schools in other areas 
will follow this example.” 
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April 

Tuesday 23rd   School opens 
 

May                                                                                                                                     

Thursday 2nd   Summer Concert, 7pm 

Monday 6th   Bank holiday, school closed 

Friday 24th   School closes 
  

June                                                                                                                           

Monday 3rd   School opens 
               

July                                                                                                                             
1st-2nd    Year 11, Sixth Form Induction Days 

Tuesday 9th   Sports Day 

10th-12th   Year 6 Induction Days 

10th-12th   Year 6 Uniform Sizing Events (3-6pm) 

Monday 15th   Years 7-10 Attendance Rewards Trip 

16th-17th    High School Musical 

Thursday 18th   Creative Careers Information Evening 

Friday 19th   School closes at 12:30pm 

 

September                                                                                                                            

Wednesday 4th  School opens for Years 7 and 12 

Thursday 5th    School opens for Years 8-11 and 13 

Friday 27th   PTA Coffee Morning, Stokesley Town Hall 

 

DIARY DATES 

T:  01642 710050 |    E:  office@stokesleyschool.org |     W: stokesleyschool.org 


