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    Dear parents, 
    As we approach the final stages of the academic year and my first term as Headteacher, I thought 
    you might like to read some updates from your school. It’s been a busy - and hot - few weeks with 
    a number of exciting things taking place. As you are aware, in the last few weeks we have made 
    some changes to our behaviour policy which is progressing positively; perhaps more importantly, 
             we are following this review of our sanctions with a much greater focus on recognition and rewards. 
   Linked to the new planner - which you can read about later on - we will be reinvigorating our house 
point and rewards system as of September to give staff and students more chances to celebrate success. We’ll keep you posted on our 
progress in this area once the new systems are embedded but, in the meantime, thank you for the support you give us in our 
endeavours to ensure children at Stokesley School can learn in a disruption-free, safe, purposeful and positive environment. 

Looking back to the Spring Term, we had a somewhat unexpected visit from Her Majesty’s Inspectors. Ofsted arrived in February and 
were highly complimentary about the work of the school stating that we continue to be a ‘good’ school but have the capacity to 
improve further in the coming years. Everything we do here at Stokesley School is driven by the passion we have for young people 
and the capacity a strong education has to open doors in their future; however, we are also motivated by the opportunity Ofsted 
have given us to make some changes and improve the school even more.

In terms of more practical matters, work is currently starting at the school on refurbishments to our gym and changing areas; this is 
being funded by a successful bid for money from the Department for Education. There will be some disruption during these last two 
weeks and the early part of the autumn term, but we just know it will all be worth it in the end.

You’ll see from the updates and items contained within this newsletter that Stokesley School is a wonderful place to learn, full of 
students who develop more than just their academic knowledge and are growing into the confident, happy individuals we all want 
them to be. Also, don’t forget to read the general updates at the end of the newsletter; these provide you with important information 
about the end and start of term arrangements as well as uniform ordering cut-off dates.

Finally, I wish you all well for the summer holidays, whatever you are doing. We look forward to welcoming our students back in 
September refreshed and ready for the next stage of their educational journey. 

                Mrs Millett, Headteacher

LET’S EXPLORE



Another year passes and many triumphs, collectively and individually, have made it a year to remember.  
There was success in the opening week of the school term for B-Be in the first inter-house competition of 
the year, the Scarecrow Competition, in which they secured a place within the final and saw their scarecrow 
entered in Stokesley Show.
There have also been successes in sporting activities throughout the year with first place achieved by the Year 9 & 10 handball team, 
as well as other excellent results with the Years 7 & 8 footballers coming a very respectable second.  Four of the Year 11 footballers 
from Baobab, Josh Gray, Max Richardson, Ben Stewart & Jacob Swan played their part in taking Stokesley School Football Team all the 
way to the County finals and were just beaten in a hard fought game.
Other individual accomplishments include Phoebe English from 7B-Dta, who was crowned World Kickboxing Champion in the under 
35kg division in Birmingham, a truly fantastic achievement.  Phoebe hopes that this becomes an Olympic sport in the future and has 
ambitions to represent the GB Team.  Bethany Bergstrand, also from B-Dta, became County Champion when she secured first place in 
the Under 17s Mountain Race.  Another sportswoman, Jess Small won Showcross Competition in Northallerton. There were over 50 
horse riders taking part on this cross country course.
Away from sporting events, other dedicated and talented individuals were deserving winners, including Louis Copley 
(again, from B-Dta) representing Stokesley School in the UK Maths Challenge regional final. Year 11 photographer, Thomas Snowdon 
completed a truly amazing year by achieving highly commended in the UK Photographer Competition, which he also won last year. 
I have already booked Thomas for the final inter-house event of the year, Sports Day!
Neave Hines also deserves a special mention for her part in raising over £100 for the charity, Blue for Jackson, by taking part in a 2k 
run at the end of the year.  There are simply too many outstanding individuals to mention here, but they know that we are proud of 
them in Baobab House. We look forward to the coming year, but not until they have enjoyed a well-deserved summer break.
Mr Hamer, Head of Baobab House

HOUSE UPDATES

MR HAMER

Baobab House

        When I look back over the past year I am astonished that so much has been packed into 12 
        months. I would like to thank Miss White and Mrs Knapper who very kindly stepped into the 
        breach while I was off ill: Alder House couldn’t have been in more capable hands! In September, 
        the school ran a scarecrow competition; each tutor group was judged and Miss White chose 
        MRD as the House winner. MRD’s scarecrow  went on to win the whole school competition! 
        You may have seen these, as all of the scarecrows were put on display at Stokesley Show later in 
        the month. 
In October Alder, with Rowan, held our annual Macmillan Coffee Morning. Alder tutors, organised by Miss White, 
encouraged all their students to bake cakes and biscuits to sell to Alder House and then the rest of the school. It was 
very successful and just over £112 was raised for this fantastic cause. 
I was able to resume my Head of House role after Christmas and  I would like to personally thank everyone who sent 
their good wishes for my speedy recovery.
Chloe Beales, a Year 11 student, wanted to raise money for The Little Princess Trust, a charity that provides real hair 
wigs free of charge to children and young people that have sadly lost their own hair due to cancer treatment and 
other illnesses. She and her tutor group, A-Br organised a cake sale which raised just over £100. Chloe also had her hair cut short, 
which she then donated to this worthwhile charity.
May was the month chosen by the British Heart Foundation as National Walking month and all Alder students went outside once a 
week for a healthy walk in the sun!
A lot of Alder students successfully auditioned for parts in Grease and I look forward to seeing them perform. 
I am constantly taken aback by the diligence of the Alder students and the hard work of their tutors.
I finish with a big THANK YOU to everyone associated with Alder House. 
Have a great summer break ready for more incredible achievements next year!
Mrs Bailey, Head of Alder House

HOUSE UPDATES

MRS BAILEY

Alder House
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It was with great pleasure that I took on the role as Head of Oak House this year – and what a year it has 
been! As a House, we have done a lot this year with a few highlights being: the release of the Oak House 
Magazine; a 2nd placed Stokesley Show scarecrow; and performing exceptionally well in House sports.  
Oak House is very proud to have had some excellent achievements this year. Firstly, we have Daisy Mason
 who came 1st with her mini longhaired dachshund and 3rd with her smoothed haired dachshund at Crufts - such a fantastic 
experience for Daisy. Another exceptional achievement is Mark Blakemore securing a role as Fleance in Macbeth at the Rose theatre 
in York, following a highly competitive and demanding audition process. Everyone in Oak House wishes him all the best as the 
performances continue until September. A final mention goes to two sporting heroes in Oak House – Kathryn Pavitt and Innes Hill. 
Kathryn has qualified for the finals of RDA horse championships later in July, which I know she is preparing for eagerly.
 
Earlier this year, Innes was a member of the Scotland Qualified team which pitched a hard-fought battle against Scotland Red, a top 
Edinburgh and Borders side at Murrayfield. What an amazing achievement and experience for Innes.

I hope that next year Oak House goes from strength to strength and the students keep shining brightly.
Mr Alcock, Head of Oak House

MR ALCOCK

Oak House
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        It has been a very hectic and exciting year in Maple house, filled with great success. We got off 
        to a great start by winning the Stokesley Show scarecrow competition with M-Agc being the 
        triumphant form. This was followed by Danny Adams-Buckworth and Thomas Collighan getting 
        second place in the inter-house Pumpkin carving competition. The Year 7 boys from M-Du were 
        then responsible for collecting all the donations for the ‘Purple for Polio’ campaign and for 
        helping to organise the planting of over 1000 crocus bulbs around the school site.  Just before 
        Christmas, Maple house held its annual Christmas Gingerbread house competition, won by M-Du.  
The success continued in the New Year when Rose Richardson won the whole school planner design competition: 
Rose’s design will be introduced in the new academic year.  George Levett triumphed in the UK intermediate Maths 
challenge securing a multitude of certificates. Kaitlyn Curtis went to the international dog show,  Crufts, with her 
Japanese Chin and secured Best of Breed and a host of other awards - an excellent achievement for Kaitlyn and her 
dog, at such a young age. Maple house continued with its traditions and held the annual inter form pancake day 
races, lots of flipping and laughing were to be had.
In May, Maple house led the way with the British Heart Foundation’s  Walking Month and were blessed with great 
weather for all of us to go out walking in. This led us to the World Cup and a range of different form activities, such as World Cup Food 
Friday!!
Throughout the year, Maple House have had full teams in nearly every inter-House Sporting competition and continue to participate 
with the correct spirit. We are looking forward to the inter House summer sports and sports day competitions  and hope to continue 
with our success.
M-Shn led the way in the ‘Going 4 Gold’ competition and have consistently been on top of the league table, an excellent effort from
 all of the form. This has helped us to get into 2nd place in the overall competition and rise up the table.
Finally I would just like to say a big thank you to everyone in Maple House  for your hard work and brilliant spirit, let’s get ready for 
next year!
Mr Wilson, Head of Maple House

MR WILSON

Maple House
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What a year! It commenced with a top three place in school for a Sequoia dragon scarecrow entry, followed 
by a first place pumpkin design at Halloween. There have been many individual successes this year - from 
our new year 7 cohort of students there’s Jim Selkirk who was a member of the England Youth Kata squad 
and won a gold medal in the 10-11 age category, and Kyle Hooper who recently achieved his black belt in 
Karate. Also from Year 7, Lucy Tapper - who only began gymnastics a year ago - came first place in North Yorkshire for her floor routine. 
From our older students, Katherine Towell continues to play for Boro Rangers, who won the community shield, Emily Power came 4th 
in the under 17’s riding school championships for dressage and Ellie Johnson danced in a performance of Sleeping Beauty in 
Northallerton. These are to name only a few of our wonderfully talented, ambitious and determined young people - we truly are the 
House with spirit.

So what have we got to look forward to? During the summer term the House voted for a new House charity and the British Heart 
Foundation got our vote! During this year’s Sports Day, Sequoia will be raising money by selling healthy snacks and organising fun 
activities. 
Last but definitely not least, we look forward to seeing our very own Bea Wetherell take centre stage as Sandy in Grease, in Stokesley 
School’s imminent production.

We look forward to welcoming the new Year 7s to Sequoia house and endeavour to ensure that next year is as good, if not even better 
than this one. 
Mrs Wilkinson, Head of Sequoia House

Sequoia House

MRS WILKINSON
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         It has been an exciting and busy year in Rowan house with plenty of things to enjoy and 
         celebrate! As a house, we have come together to take part in all sorts activities over the year: 
         some just for fun and some to raise money for charity. Our now annual Macmillan Coffee 
        Morning in October allowed us to raise £222, with R-BLA following suit in March and raising £270 
        for Marie Curie by selling daffodils and cakes! We couldn’t let Halloween pass without some 
        pumpkin carving where Katie Murton and Olivia Barker came third for their spooky design. 
December was a busy month with Christmas jumper day as well as the whole school Food Bank appeal. To finish the 
month off, we had a whole House gingerbread village making competition where R-BLA took the top spot with their 
alien invasion village! Our House Captains, Rebekah Villiers, Hugh O’Hare and Isabella Richardson outdid themselves 
when they organised an Easter Scavenger hunt in April and then a fantastic Royal Tea Party for the Royal Wedding in 
May.

Some individual achievements (sorry I can’t mention them all) include Imogen Cook, Millie Hewitt and Alice Readman, 
part of the U16 netball team, who were runners-up in the H&R Area Netball tournament. Issy Bird who took part in a 
gymnastics competition in Paris where Issy’s display group enjoyed success in various forms. Evie Findlay and Alicia Gonzalez-Castro, 
part of the Year 8 Netball team who were crowned Area Champions. Fin Darcy has had multiple successes in high jump and 100m where 
he became North Yorkshire Schools Champion for the second year running. Harrison Lowe helped to raise money for Children with 
Brain Injuries at a Golf Charity Day and Lydia Allen and Bethany Hill helped to raise £100 for Zoe’s Place and RSPCA.

I look forward to another year of success, celebrating House and individual achievements, hopefully finishing off 1st again in ‘Going 
4 Gold’ at the end of the year, where Rowan house has topped the leaderboard every single term! I am a very proud Head of House!
Mrs Metcalfe, Head of Rowan House

MRS METCALFE

Rowan House
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HOUSE UPDATES

THE SIXTH FORM

FOSTERING A LOVE OF READING

ARKWRIGHT SCHOLARSHIP

I am delighted to announce that Jordan Wilson has been awarded an Arkwright Associate. An Arkwright Associate is a considerable 
accolade, this achievement shows that Jordan has the potential for a future career as a leader in the Engineering Profession. The 
application process was rigorous and consisted of a written application, a 2 hour aptitude test and a University interview with a 
panel. This provided valuable experience and insights that will stand all the students who applied in good stead in the next year or 
two as they plan their onward progression from school. Congratulations to Kate Harrison and Florianne Pappo who also took part in 
the application process and were also interviewed. Each year more than 1,500 students apply for an Arkwright Engineering 
Scholarship with over 400 achieving the award, the students who apply wish to seek a career in Engineering and are high potential 
STEM students.

If you are interested in a future in computing, chemical engineering, or technical product design for example and wish to find out 
more about the scheme -follow the link www.arkwright.org.uk
Mrs Dent, Teacher of Design Technology.
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As part of the English Department’s  continuing drive to boost literacy and encourage reading for pleasure, students in Years 7-9  
have been asked for their recommendations for Holiday Reading. Parents will be emailed a list of stories which our own students have 
enjoyed. Hopefully there is something to suit  all tastes  and everyone can spend some time over the summer lost in a book!
Mrs Mason, Teacher of English
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          Year 13 have completed their A level examinations and are looking forward to the 
          future beyond Stokesley School. Throughout their time in the Sixth Form these 
         students have embraced challenges and seized opportunities. They have excelled 
         academically and in sport. They will be going on the study a dizzying array of courses 
         at great universities and colleges, including Cambridge, Durham, Imperial College 
         London, Sheffield and many more; others will be embarking on exciting careers or gap 
         year adventures.

         They have been real assets to their Houses where they have become friends and 
mentors to younger students led so brilliantly by our wonderful Head Boy William Tweddle and Head Girl Katie 
Frazer. Year 13 have been House Captains, Sports Captains and Prefects and have contributed to the rich life of the 
wider school.

There have been many sporting successes notably, Josh Allen who was selected to represent England in the Junior 
Commonwealth Games in the Caribbean last summer. He ran the 800m against top class opposition on an international stage and won 
the bronze medal. Ben Bergstrand is another extremely talented athlete: the pinnacle of his running career has been the fantastic
 achievement of representing England in the discipline of fell running. What is also unique is the fact that Ben is one of only a handful 
of athletes who has achieved county honours in track, cross country and fell running.

As Year 13 are moving on, Year 12 have taken up the mantle of school leadership. In May, we appointed our new Head Boy, Joseph 
Denny, Head Girl, Olivia Dell-Price and Senior Prefect Lucy Davison. Their interview performances were exceptional and their sincere 
desire to give something back to their school was both inspiring and humbling. With such impressive young people, the future of 
student leadership at Stokesley School is in excellent hands.
Mrs Stanley, Head of Sixth Form
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THE RETURN OF THE PLANNER... and more!

Careers

STOKESLEY
SCHOOL

“ B e i n g t h e b e s t w e c a n
b e ”

S t o k e s l e y  
S c h o o l

M
E

M
B

E
R

 O
F

 T
H

E

Throughout this academic year Stokesley School students in all year groups have participated in some fantastic Careers related 
learning activities, visits and competitions: Rotary Club Technology Tournament, National Citizens Service Summer Action Programme 
and High Tide Work Experience, Bring it On! –The North East Exhibition for Future Engineers, STEM – Jobs for the Girls at RAF Leeming, 
Careers Speed Networking with local employers, employees and apprentices – to name but a few!
                 
                  Our Careers Programme is designed to promote 
                 self-awareness and personal development in every student 
                 and above all, to promote ambition to aim high and achieve 
                 their best, not only whilst at Stokesley School, but also in 
                 future learning and careers.
          
In order to facilitate our goal of raising personal aspirations and awareness of all options available to our students, our Careers 
Programme is enhanced via the Stokesley School Business Links Network and also Stokesley School & Sixth Form Alumni.  In addition, 
students get the opportunity to meet and listen to a range of local education and training providers about the opportunities they offer, 
this includes technical education and apprenticeships.
 
All Stokesley School students have access to U-explore, both at school and at home. This software is designed to allow students to 
explore the world of work, by creating a profile a range of suggested job roles specifically matched to the personal skills and qualities 
of the individual can be explored.  Alternatively, students can find out which careers are linked to specific curriculum subjects, this can 
assist with making informed choices at each transitional point in their school career.  U-explore also provides Labour Market 
Information on each job role, links to the Government apprenticeship search site and all local training and education providers at 
further and higher level. 
For further information regarding the Stokesley School Careers Programme, please visit our website.
Mrs Harrison-Henry, Careers Leader
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Stokesley School

“Being the best you can be”
A m b i t i o u s ,  R e s p e c t f u l ,  R e a d y

Academic Planner 2018-2019

Student name: House:

Tutor Group:Tutor:
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The next academic year is set to be an exciting one for Stokesley School for 
lots of reasons; not least because we’re bringing back a new and improved 
bespoke planner for students. Whilst this might not seem like a big deal, it’s 
a document which is going to help everyone involved in the education of 
our young people to keep them on top of their work and progress 
throughout the year. 

The planner also contains our new ‘Ambition Ladder’ which is something 
else to get excited about! Of the three school rules, I’m of the opinion that, 
whilst it’s imperative that students are both ‘ready’ to learn and ‘respectful’ 
in their attitude, ‘ambitious’ has the most potential to affect their lives in a 
positive way. Life is about challenge, about pushing ourselves in ways we 
didn’t necessarily know we could, and about always striving to be the best 
that we can be. What the ‘ambition ladder’ will do is to help students to see 
exactly where and how they can strive to be exceptional in their attitude to learning and to really get the most out of each and every 
learning opportunity in their school day. 

I for one am really looking forward to having these conversations with my students, tutees and colleagues. Look out for more 
information in the new term.
Mrs Fox, Lead Practitioner
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PIVOTAL EDUCATION & BEHAVIOUR IN SCHOOL

HOT CHOCOLATE FRIDAY
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On most Fridays throughout the year, the highlight of my 
week has been meeting the students who have been 
nominated for being the best they can be by their tutors
 and their Heads of House. They have enjoyed a delicious 
hot chocolate with cream and marshmallows if they came in 
the first two terms and then, latterly, an ice-cream sundae 
(a fantastic idea from our catering manager to better suit the 
warm weather!) In total, 130 students have joined me for this 
event across the year allowing me a wonderful opportunity to 
get to know them better and give them the positive 
recognition they deserve.
Mrs Millett, Headteacher

STUDENT WELLBEING

As a school we are very aware of the increasing number of children and young adults affected by mental health issues. 
The “Lighthouse” was introduced last year in response to these alarming statistics, providing a fit for purpose area within our school in 
which our pastoral team can meet with individuals or groups of students to support them through times of difficulty.

The team have worked with a great many students this year providing a whole range of effective interventions including: 
mindfulness sessions, art therapy, and various group activities to help improve social skills, confidence and self-esteem, as well as just 
providing a friendly place to be at break and lunchtimes if needed.

For those with more complex needs, we have established links with a range of counselling professionals who offer a confidential 
service within school. A regular weekly lunchtime drop - in service is available for students wishing to discuss any personal health 
issues with a qualified health professional. In addition, a LGBT support group has been established for students who need a 
non-judgmental environment in which to access further information and advice if they require it.

Next year we aim to enhance the support we currently offer, but also raise awareness about how we can maintain good physical and 
mental health in order to reduce the risk of problems occurring later.
Mrs Knapper, Assistant Principal
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Leading up to the introduction of our new behaviour system, staff have been taking part in training for the past year 
from Pivotal Education. The Pivotal approach to behaviour is based around building positive relationships, 
consistency, adults taking responsibility for their behaviour as well as students, and recognition for those who 
deserve it. We all know what behaviours we want to instil in our students and in order to do this we understand 
that we have to model those behaviours ourselves. Things we have been working on include: maintaining a calm, 
consistent adult approach; first attention to best conduct; and restorative follow up. This means that when we do 
have to challenge behaviour, it is conducted in a fair way and a restorative conversation can take place in order to 
prevent it from happening again. Moving forward, we hope to see staff and students’ working together even more 
to maintain and develop positive working relationships which in essence will enable us all to be healthier and 
happier.
Mrs Metcalfe (Pivotal Instructor and Head of Rowan House)
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Y9 TRIP TO LONDON

Mrs Timney and I took a group of 27 Year 9 pupils (and a stowaway penguin called Gavin) to London. The coach arrived at 7:45am 
and off we went.

First stop in London was at the Bank of England and meeting our tour guide Antony, who did his utmost to make our trip a success. 
    Here we lifted up a bar of gold worth over £377,000, passed around a sheet of £50 notes worth
    £1,350 and found out that, if you decided to forge some notes, you could be hung (although I 
    believe they may have stopped doing this now).

    Next stop was Pizza Express for some food, M and M World and Lego World, and then off to the 
    theatre to watch Thriller. 
 
    The next day began with an ‘All you can eat’ breakfast, after which we were so full we could hardly 
    move!  Back into London and on the way to the Science Museum, we dropped in on the Queen at 
    the Palace.
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As part of sharing our enjoyment of science in primary schools, we had an exciting and interesting day with Y6 staff 
and pupils from Stokesley Primary Academy last week, when we used the laboratory equipment and analytical 
tools as part of our Forensics Day.

Imaginations ran riot when, despite the hot weather, the mystery of why one of our members of staff mysteriously 
went missing one evening after school was launched and pupils were tasked with establishing who might be 
responsible. Amongst the motives Y6 came up with were: arguments that got out of control about the marking of 
coursework; unreturned borrowed stationery and even a dispute over pay and conditions that became heated!

Among our suspects were Mr Weedy, Mrs Bailey, Mrs Millett and Miss White, all of whom could be linked to our 
victim at the time of the disappearance. Y6 found key evidence from the scene of the crime which could be linked 
to our suspects, but it was insufficient to solve the crime! They relished doing experiments to build important skills: 
linking evidence with their observations as well as being convinced ‘beyond reasonable doubt’ were key to the 
conclusions. When the final session arrived, many were forced to revisit their original assumptions and use forensic 
science to secure their conviction!

It was a joy to see stories and ideas being hatched in the minds of the children as they returned to school to write crime reports and 
create their stories about the lives of scientists and, indeed, the teachers of Stokesley School.

All of the children enjoyed experiencing secondary school life ahead of their induction week and welcomed the chance to ask us 
questions and navigate their way through their new school. We look forward to welcoming these Y6 children to our school this 
September and cannot wait to work with them in Science.
Science Department
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STAFF LEAVERS

As is always the case at the end of the summer term, we say goodbye to a few valued colleagues.
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At the Science museum, the year 9 pupils let their inner child come out when they discovered some slides in
Wonderlab. 
     Next stop was at the British Museum. This houses a fabulous collection 
     of artefacts from around the world, including the Rosetta Stone – the 
     key to cracking Egyptian Hieroglyphics and opening up a world, that 
     until then, we didn’t understand.

     On the way back, Sweden let England win 2-0 and some people cheered 
     before the coach managed to break down for 4 hours at Peterborough 
     Services. The pupils didn’t seem overly upset about this (although one 
     had a vigorous dance session the next day and was going to be tired). 

We finally managed to get back to school at 12:15am. A great trip with a lovely bunch of Stokesley Pupils!
Mr Tighe, Head of Maths

 

Paris and Versailles were the scenic backdrop for our Home Stay trip to France. 
Students from Y9 stayed in pairs with French families and experienced the French 
way of life in the Paris area.Students also took part in exciting excursions including 
visits to the Eiffel Tower, Notre-Damecathedral, the Musée d’Orsay, Champs-Élysées, 
Arc de Triomphe, Montmartre, the Palace of Versailles, and enjoyed a boat trip on 
the beautiful river Seine and a day in Disneyland. Lasting friendships were made 
with many families. 
Well done to all students for their great efforts to speak French and embrace a new 
way of life!
Mrs Drumm, Head of MFL

MRS TOMLINSON
Teaching Assistant

MR ROBINSON
Teaching Assistant

Sadly, this summer we will be losing two of our most experienced and long standing Teaching Assistants, 
Mr Robinson, and Mrs Tomlinson. Both will be pursuing their own creative endeavours and enjoying 
well-earned retirements.

Mrs Tomlinson joined us in September 1995 and takes with her a wealth of knowledge and experience gained 
from supporting a range of different needs over the years, and in particular giving specialist support to help 
students make progress with their reading.

Mr Robinson joined us in January 2004 and will be best remembered for his support and patience with some of 
our most challenging boys, where his ability to build relationships has helped him bring out the best out in people.
Mr Dolby, Vice Principal
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MRS GARBUTT
Teacher of Technology

MR FAZAKERLEY
Vice Principal

Mrs Garbutt will be leaving us at the end of this term to take up a full time position at Acklam 
Grange School after covering Mrs Cinnamond’s maternity leave. We would like to thank her for her hard work, 
motivation and the excellent lessons she has delivered to students across the curriculum. I think the students 
will always remember her deboning a chicken and gutting a fish!
Mr Robinson, Head of Technology

MR LUGANO
Teacher of Art

Mr. Lugano will be leaving us this summer after teaching Art at Stokesley School for the last 18 
months. His students have really enjoyed their lessons with him and have benefitted from his 
experience and passion for Art.
Mr Lugano will be spending some time in Tanzania where he is hoping to set up a school as part 
of his charity work there. We wish him every success with this exciting endeavour and hope to see 
him again when he is back in the UK.
Mr Green, Head of Art

MRS WALLINGTON
Teacher of MFL

Before the summer break, the Languages Department did not want to miss the 
opportunity to thank Mr Keraven and Mrs Wallington who are leaving us after 
inspiring our youngsters with French and Spanish this year. We wish all the very
 best to Mr Keraven in his retirement and to Mrs Wallington in her new post!
Un grand merci, muchas gracias!
Mrs Drumm, Head of MFL

MR KERAVEN
Teacher of MFL

         Mr Fazakerley became Head of Geography at Stokesley School in 1989 having taught in Hucknall, Nottingham 
         for the previous 4 years. In the following years, he took on a variety of additional roles including: Environmental 
         Education Co-coordinator, Initial Teacher Training and then Teaching and Learning Co-ordinator - some parents 
         may remember the school's 'Learn to Learn Programme'. After making these contributions, Mr Fazakerley then 
         joined the school’s leadership team as Director of Teaching and Learning, soon after becoming Assistant 
         Headteacher in charge of Data and Curriculum and finally, Vice Principal which is the role he vacates this summer. 

During his time as Vice-Principal, he also took on an area-wide role within Hambledon and Richmondshire as 14-19 curriculum lead; 
this brought money into the school to convert an old kitchen into a hospitality suite for students alongside new engineering 
workshops in Northallerton School. Throughout all of these leadership roles, his passion for geography has never faded: he has just 
seen out his last Y13 group. Over the years, he has been a geography examiner and coursework moderator as well as introduced many 
varied (and not so varied) field trips near and far that many students and parents will remember: Eston Moor; High Force; Redcar & 
Saltburn; Flooding in York; Field studies on the River Leven and North York Moors; residential field trips to Keswick, Holderness and 
North Devon; and then in Summer 2000 joined up with Mr White to lead a sixth form trip overland from Cape Town through Namibia 
to Victoria Falls. Paul has also spent much of the last year, and all of the last term, supporting Northallerton School and Sixth Form 
College in their development.
 
The future? It’s uncertain. However, I have no doubt Mr Fazakerley will be continuing to make a difference to education in his 
committed and thoughtful way. What will he miss the most? The students and the joy of being in the classroom.
Mrs Millett, Headteacher

MISS COGGON
Cover Supervisor

Sadly, Miss Coggon is leaving us at the end of the summer term, following a very successful year as cover 
supervisor.  Vicky has really made her presence felt around the school, supporting in Drama, in the library and 
on school trips as well as providing excellent cover for absent colleagues. We wish Vicky luck in her next steps 
as she goes on to her teacher training next year. 
Mrs McGreal, Assistant Principal
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SAFEGUARDING

UNIFORM

As you will be aware, last year we invested in fencing and controlled access for school: this fencing made our site 
more secure - particularly where members of the public using the leisure centre previously had direct access onto 
our yard. Over the summer, we will be completing our site security by fencing the other half of the site including 
the perimeter to the field. Not only will this enable us to control access to site fully, but we can also invest more in 
outside seating to benefit the students during social time.

It was great to see so many of you at our uniform sales nights in June - a big thank you to all those who attended.  
For anyone that hasn’t purchased new uniform in readiness for September yet, please note that the cut off 
date for delivery for the start of the new school term is 15th August and our new uniform supplier, School Shop 
(www.school-shop.co.uk), recommend ordering as early as possible to guarantee delivery for this time.  Also, please 
remember that all students are required to be in trousers or skirts purchased from the School Shop; existing blazers, 
ties and jumpers are fine to be worn in September.  If you missed the sizing events, School Shop will be back with us 
on the 12th and 13th of July between 3.30 and 6.30pm: these two dates are primarily for the incoming Year 7 students to get all of 
their school uniform so, if you do need to pop along, please can we ask that you do so after 5pm in order to give year 6 students and 
their families the opportunity to browse the uniform first. Finally, please remember that we will always help families experiencing 
financial difficulty with the cost of uniform - do not hesitate to get in touch with our finance department if you need some support.

MR BORWELL

Teaching Assistant

         Mr Borwell truly is an institution at Stokesley School having started here in 1983 after a year at 
         a school in York. In York, Mr Borwell taught a little science as well as maths and his roles here at 
         Stokesley have been even more varied, including some PE teaching over the years. Mr Borwells 
         passion for sport led to him leading school football teams here at Stokesley for over 20 years 
         including one team who became County Cup winners; he has also coached junior football and 
         cricket teams. Mr Borwell is very much a local man: he has spent several years on the Preston 
         Educational Trust which supports young people in the parish of Stokesley to further their 
education and he has also served as a Governor at Stokesley Primary School. During the last 35 years as a member of 
staff at Stokesley School,  Mr Borwell has served under six headteachers but perhaps it is the family connections that 
show his passion and links to the school the most. Mr Borwell met his wife through the school because her father 
was a Senior teacher at the time and all three of his sons have been educated by the wonderful staff here too. 
Mr Borwell has found the biggest thrill of the job to be listening to past students talking about their lives and their 
peers’ - he delights in hearing how they are scattered far and wide enjoying great adventures and success. That’s 
what makes the job worthwhile. His line manager, Mr Tighe (Head of Maths) also added the following about him:

“When I first arrived at Stokesley School, it quickly became apparent that John was an excellent, solid, reliable teacher and a valued 
member of the maths department. I would describe him as an ‘old-school’ teacher, who taught the pupils in his care very well, built up 
excellent relationships with them and who the pupils had a great respect for (keenly demonstrated by the number of pupils who 
wanted their photograph taken with him at the recent year 11 prom). I understand that he wants to spend more time with his wife, 
help out in a primary school and watch people hitting a ball with a bat (possibly doing so himself ) but he will be missed at Stokesley. 
He’s so good, we are not even attempting to replace him!”
Mrs Millett, Headteacher

Teacher of Maths
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Teaching Assistant

HOME-SCHOOL COMMUNICATION

END OF TERM ARRANGEMENTS & BACK TO SCHOOL

Please can we take this opportunity to remind parents that all official school communication comes via our website, 
letters and e-mails, our Facebook page and by text. If you are ever in doubt of the school’s position on an issue, 
please get in touch with the school directly. Furthermore, we have added a ‘Letters Home’ section to our website: 
this is so that you can check back on previous correspondence should you need to, and to simply give another 
avenue for communication. This newsletter is already on there!

Term ends on Friday 20th July at 12.35pm. Buses have been informed and students who take the bus will be 
collected at this earlier time. We will be gathering everyone together in the Sports Hall prior to them leaving for our 
‘final assembly’ involving rewards and recognition for a number of our fantastic students.

Monday 3rd September is a professional development day; teaching staff will be spending this in Richmond School 
with our Areté Learning Trust colleagues. Students in the new Y7 and those in the new Y12 will return to school on Tuesday 
4th September, with the rest of the year groups returning on Wednesday 5th September at the normal time.

Have a wonderful summer break from all the staff!

CONTACT US

http://www.stokesleyschool.org

STOKESLEY SCHOOL
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STOKESLEY

NORTH YORKSHIRE

TS9 5AL

01642 710050
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