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Introduction



‘Stokesley Journey’

What next?

• University
• Apprenticeships
• Employment
• Work Based Training
• Gap Year

Many Options Available



Higher and 
Degree 

apprenticeships



Employed

Paid a salary

Contract

Off the job 

Typically 1-6 years

600+ different 
apprenticeships

Intermediate – degree 
level

Real responsibilities

Not the easy option

What are 
apprenticeships?



Intermediate 

Advanced 

Higher 

Degre
e

2

3

4,5,6 & 7

6 & 7 

5 GCSE passes at grade 
4-9 (A*-C) 

2 A Levels / Level 3 diploma 
/ International 
Baccalaureate 

Foundation degree and above 

Bachelor’s or master’s degree

The levels of 
apprenticeships



Higher and 
degree 

apprenticeships



Aerospace engineer

Aerospace 
engineer

Architect Chartered 
legal 

executive

Dietitian

Doctor Social 
worker

Storyboard 
artist Solicito

r

Project 
Manager

Senior 
Journalist

Marketin
g 

manager

First officer 
pilot

Degree 
apprenticeships 

available



Which employers 
offer 

apprenticeships?



Logistics
IT & Cyber Security
Data Analytics 
Sales
Business Development
Marketing

Human Resources (HR)
Finance
Legal
Facilities Management
Security
Customer Service
Training & Development 

Look inside 
the company



How an  
apprenticeship 

is delivered



Life as an 
apprentice



How to find a 
higher/degree 
apprenticeship



Job 
opportunity

Closing 
date

Weekly 
salary

Annual salary

Employee Changes, 
AECOM

Tax Adviser, Mazars

Life Scientist, 
MedImmune

Quantity 
Surveyor

Chartered Valuation 
Surveyor

Project Manager, 
Atos IT Services

26th July

22nd 
July

13th July

24th July

15th July

9th Sept

£250

£259.50

£288.46

£270

£420

£269.25

£13,000

£13,494

£15k

£14,040

£21,840

£14,001

Apprenticeships 
in the local area



Relocating for 
an 

apprenticeship

You can move to a new place to undertake an 
apprenticeship in the same way you could for any other 

type of job.

Things to consider:

Finances Accommodation 

Living in a new area Support network



amazingContact us

https://amazingapprenticeships.com/




Institute for 
Apprenticeships 

and Technical 
Education



Dr Claire Reed

Assistant Headteacher: KS5 

University Applications



Applying for 
University:
UCAS



• What does the course cover?
• Courses with the same title may be very different. 
• Look carefully at the core course content, and the range of optional studies/ 

modules available. 
• Which modules are the most interesting and relevant to your career aspirations?
• See if the course or university/college offers any internship, placement, or study 

abroad opportunities.
• How is the course taught – structured teaching, or more independent research? 

How many lectures are there, and how much group work will be done in seminars?
• How is the course assessed?

Choosing the right course for you



• Style – from traditional, with a focus on subject-based courses and research, to modern 
universities/colleges, with a greater focus on vocational courses.

• Location – some are in large cities, others in small towns, by the coast or in the countryside – 
it’s all a major influence on the environment and lifestyle.

• Size – larger universities can have more than 20,000 students, whereas some of the smallest 
have only a few thousand.

• Culture and facilities – influenced by a range of factors, including the diversity of students 
who attend. 

• What graduates do – all universities collect destination statistics; it can be useful to find out 
what jobs or further study students go on to.

• Tuition fees – can vary between universities and colleges; check if there are scholarships or 
bursaries available. 

• Living costs – accommodation, transport, and food can vary enormously. 

Choosing the right place for you



University/college
How to apply 



When to apply for 2024 entry

2 May 2023 

UCAS search tool 
displays 2024 courses.

16 May

UCAS Undergraduate 
application opens for 
2024 entry.

5 September

First day UCAS can 
receive a completed 
application to process.

2 October*

UCAS application deadline for 
courses in medicine, veterinary 
medicine/science, and dentistry, and 
courses at Oxford or Cambridge.

4 December*

UCAS equal 
consideration 
application deadline.

28 February

UCAS Extra opens.

30 June

Last date for 
applications before 
Clearing opens.

5 July

Clearing opens. 

Stokesley Specific Deadlines*



Key facts
• To start an application you need to register with ucas.com, you can register at any time.

• Universities and colleges can’t see your other choices when you apply.
• Apply by the equal consideration date.
• You have up to five choices, unless applying to study medicine, veterinary, medicine/science, 

dentistry – then it’s four choices.
• You can’t apply to BOTH Oxford and Cambridge.
• Applying costs £27.50. 



Application
Profile:

• Personal details
• Contact and residency details
• Nationality details 
• Supporting information
• English language skills 
• Finance and funding 
• Diversity and inclusion*
• More about you 

* (for students with a UK home address)



Application 
Experiences:
• Education 
• Employment 
• Extra activities*

• Personal statement 
• Reference**
• Add choices – up to five 

*(for students with a UK home address)

**(not visible for students linked to their school/college)



The personal statement 
The only section you have full control over

       Your only chance to market yourself as an individual

The same for all of your choices

A maximum of 4,000 characters, or 47 lines

A minimum of 1,000 characters

There isn’t a spelling or grammar check

No formatting allowed

UCAS’ similarity detection service: 
every personal statement is run 
through software to check for 

plagiarism or use of AI



Start early
Include:

• academic achievements, past and 
present

• why you’re interested in the subject area

• your knowledge of the course area 

• your enthusiasm to go beyond the 
syllabus 

• what you enjoy about studying

• details of your independent study skills



Consider…
Universities and colleges will consider:

• Have you chosen the course for the right reasons?

• Can you achieve in a new learning environment?

• Do you have a range of interests and aptitudes?

• Do you have a depth of interest in the subject?

• Have you studied independently?

• Do you appear motivated and committed?

• Do you have good numeracy and literacy skills?



Decisions

personal statement 

qualifications

reference 

Universities and colleges will review the:

admissions test

interview 

portfolio/audition

They may also ask for:
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Follow your application 24/7:

• see your choices 
• keep personal information up to date
• view and reply to your offers

You’ll receive one of three decisions from your 
choices:

• unconditional offer
• conditional offer
• unsuccessful

Tracking your application



Replies to offers
Once you have decisions on all your choices, you 
can choose two:

• One as a ‘firm’ acceptance – your first 
choice.

• The other as an ‘insurance’ acceptance. 
This acts as a back-up if you do not get 
into your ‘firm’ choice.

Any remaining offers must be declined. 

Once all your decisions and replies have been 
made, if you are not holding an offer, you may be 
able to use Extra or Clearing to find available 
places.



Other options 
Extra (28 Feb – 4 Jul)
• Used all five choices and had no offers. 

• Add Extra choices for consideration one at 
a time.

Clearing (5 Jul – Oct)
▪ Apply after 30 June, receive no offers, 

decline all offers, not met conditions. 

▪ Find vacancies from 5 July and add a 
Clearing choice to your application.  



Apprenticeships
What you need to know 

www.ucas.com/apprenticeships



UCAS Exploring Apprenticeships
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From UCAS Hub you 
can easily explore 
apprenticeships; learn 
more information and 
see a live selection of 
apprenticeship 
vacancies. 

Set alerts to stay up to 
date. 



When can I apply?
• Not one deadline

• Advertised throughout the year

• Larger organisations with multiple 
application processes may recruit earlier 
than smaller local organisations

• Higher apprenticeships with a Sep/Oct 
start tend to recruit in the previous 
academic year

www.ucas.com/apprenticeships



How can I apply?
• Applications are made directly through the company or 

the education provider.

• There is no limit on the number of applications you can 
make.

• The application process might vary across vacancies, 
you could be asked for:

• CV and Covering Letter

• Application Form

• In App/Site application

• You can apply for universities and apprenticeships at 
the same time!



Apprenticeships

• Students can find live apprenticeship vacancies

• Vacancies are updated daily

• Rank and filter opportunities by factors like distance 

from home, weekly wage and application deadlines

• Direct link to the ‘apply’ page

• Personal statements will be compiled on Unifrog - so 

an additional database available to all students



Thank You

Please make your way to the LIFE 
Hub.

Further Questions

creed@stk.arete.uk

jjeal@stk.arete.uk


