
Stepping into 
Key Stage 3



Introduction

• Primary to secondary - the big step
• Supporting your child to support themselves
• Dispel potential worries
• Share vital information
• Offer support
• Know where to go should you need it



Mr Mick Fenwick - Headteacher

Mrs Jane Darbyshire - Deputy Headteacher

Mrs Alison Dumphy - Brook - Head of Year 7

Mr James Burns - Assistant Headteacher: Pastoral

Mrs Sarah McGreal - Assistant Headteacher and SENDCO

Dr Claire Reed - Assistant Headteacher: Curriculum 

Mrs Lizzi Fox - Lead Practitioner: Personal Development

Miss Vicky Wright - Lead Practitioner: Teaching and Learning

Mrs Jean Marie Myers - DSL - Designated Safeguarding Lead

Introduction



Attendance - Ready

• What is good attendance?
• What is good punctuality?
• How do I find out about my child's attendance 

record?
• How can I support my child to be prepared for each 

day?
• What do I need to do if my child is absent?



Attendance - Ready
• What is good attendance?
• Good attendance is 96%+
• What is good punctuality? 
• We expect students to be on time every day and on time over 98% of the time
• How do I find out about my child's attendance record? 
• Class Charts is the easiest way to keep up to date
• How can I support my child to be prepared for each day? 
• Mrs Fox will talk more about this
• What do I need to do if my child is absent? 
• Contact us before 8:30 on every day of absence: attendance@stk.arete.uk 

or through our telephone system 01642 710050 

mailto:attendance@stk.arete.uk




Positive Conduct System
Ethos, values and vision
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Positive Conduct System
ClassCharts is the best way to keep in touch
- Attendance - House Points - Negatives/Warnings

Whole School Year 7



Achievement data - Ambitious 

• What information will I receive about my child’s 
progress?

• How often will I get this information?
• Will I be contacted in between?
• What do I do if I am worried about a particular 

subject?



Assessment Descriptors

Successfully 
learning parts of 
the curriculum, 
demonstrating some 
understanding of 
the knowledge and 
skills expected, 
although there are 
some important 
gaps.

Successfully learning 
the key components 
of the curriculum, 
demonstrating a good 
understanding of the 
knowledge and skills 
expected, although 
there may be some 
gaps.

Successfully learning 
knowledge beyond 
the key components 
of the curriculum, 
demonstrating a 
strong 
understanding of the 
knowledge and skills 
expected, with few 
gaps.

Mastering all of the 
curriculum, 
demonstrating a 
comprehensive 
understanding of 
the knowledge and 
skills expected

Developing (1-3) Secure (4-5) Beyond (6-7) Mastery (8-9)



Ambition Ladder



Key dates

● PRP1 Report - w/c 4th December
● Settling in evening (virtual) 31st January
● Y7 Parents Evening 15th April 
● PRP2 Report - w/c 17th June



Independent work

• What does independent work look like?
• How does my child receive their work?
• What are the deadlines?
• How do I know if they have got ‘homework’?
• How can I help them?
• What can I do if I am worried about helping them?



Embracing KS3

• How can I support my child to be successful?
• How can I support my child to be happy?
• How can I best support them at home?
• How are they supported in school?



LIFE - Top Tips
• Make sure they strike a good balance between work and fun.
• Get them organised.
• Encourage them to join a club (or many many clubs!).
• Fuel their body and mind.
• Help them to get enough sleep (they need more than they think!).
• Encourage them to talk to people (out loud, if they can).
• Help them to look ahead.
• Encourage them to take every opportunity (including enrichment)
• Help them to find their tribe. 
• Encourage them to be kind. 
• Encourage them to engage with their LIFE lessons.
• Support them to be here and on time (because life’s easier if they are)
• Work out what makes them happy, and get them to do more of it!





Music at Stokesley

chall@stk.arete.uk



Top tips for learning



Get organised
Ensure you have all the 
equipment you need!

Keep your books and folders 
neat and tidy.

Use your student planners!



Develop routines
Try to develop routines for 
when you complete your 
independent learning. 

You can reward yourself by 
doing something fun once it's 
completed!



Develop study skills
You need to recap things 
you’ve learned regularly to 
ensure you remember them!

Try and build up good habits 
in regularly recapping and 
revising things learned in 
lesson. Make flashcards and 
quiz yourself!



Keep on top of independent 
learning

Plan your week ahead.

Ensure you are not leaving it 
until the last minute!

Use your student planner to 
organise your time.



Be curious
You are going to learn a lot of 
new things!

You may find a new hobby or 
even your future career.

Often the more you learn about 
something, the more 
interesting it becomes.



Most importantly… Have a go!
Get involved in your lessons!

 

Answer as many questions as 
possible - even if you are not 
100% sure you are right.

The students that try the hardest 
make the most progress!



Sometimes, we just need a little 
something extra

• Some of you will find starting secondary school 
easier than others.

• If you feel that you need someone in school to talk 
to, remember that you can always use the 
‘concerned/worried’ on the student dashboard to 
send a discreet message to the Engage team.

• We are here to help.



Tour and further support

• Tour with your child
• Support desks include: Chromebooks, SEN Support, 

Attendance Information, LIFE, Pastoral Support with 
your child’s HoY and Class Charts App Support.

• Feedback Google form



General Notes
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